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March 3, 2016
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
Louisiana Chapter of the American Planning Association: Great Places in Louisiana,

Transformation of River Road
The Downtown Development District, in conjunction with the City-Parish, has received its second award for the transformation of River Road into a ‘complete street’ from the Louisiana Chapter of the America Planning Association.  The “Great Places in Louisiana” award was presented to representatives at the 2016 Louisiana Planning conference in Houma, Louisiana yesterday.

 

The Riverfront Access @ Florida Street and multi-use path was designed in house by the Department of Public Works with input from DDD staff, Susan Turner Associates, WHLC Architects, JFDS, Reed Hildebrand, and Reich Associates.  Construction was completed by JB James Construction.  Renovations to Yazoo Plaza, also adjacent to River Road, was designed by Susan Turner Associates and constructed by Rotolo Consultants, Inc. Over $1.5 million has been invested in landscape and public space improvements along River Road alone, complementing recent sewer system upgrades and planned pedestrian/bicycling improvements north of Florida Street.
 

The transformation of River Road into a ‘complete street’ has been recognized and awarded by both the Louisiana Chapter of the American Planning Association and the International Downtown Association.  The true success of River Road is reflected in the thousands of people that can be seen sharing opportunities and enjoying the spectacular, sweeping views of the Mississippi River.  River Road has been narrowed to increase safe passage between downtown’s major attractions, street parking has been provided, bus transit stops are located at key destinations, a 10’ multi-use pathway has been provided for bicycle and pedestrian travel, and several public greenspaces part of the ‘Central Green’ have been strategically connected.  Tour groups, school children, passive and active recreational enthusiasts, residents, workers, and live performers comprise an unprecedented diversity of people enjoying the experience of River Road and the levee trail. 

 

The success of River Road is made possible by those that support our mission to enable Downtown Baton Rouge to grow and develop into an exciting place to live, work, and play.  We are extremely grateful to Mayor President Melvin “Kip” Holden, the Metropolitan Council, the Department of Public Works, and the designers that provided valuable insight and project direction.  

                                                                             ###
Davis Rhorer (Center), Executive Director & Whitney Cooper (Left), Development Project Director of the DDD accepting the Great Places in Louisiana Award from Lydia Jemison (Right), President of the Louisiana Chapter of the APA.
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